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Purpose of Specification

This specification details:

· which institutions to publish in the tables

· which institutions to include in the calculations of the local and National averages

· how to calculate Advanced level indicators

· which pupils’ results to include

REVISION CONTROL SHEET

	Version
	Date of Document
	Revision
	Source

	V0.1
	21/4/2006
	Dates rolled forward where appropriate
Old trigger removed. Proposed new trigger added
Actual year group estimation ‘added’
16 year old VCE exception 1 removed

Menorah Grammar exception 2 removed

London Oratory exception 3 removed

P flag removed 

E flag added
Discounting section removed
References to institution-supplied IB/AEA/VQ removed

Removal of glossary – does it tell anyone anything they don’t know? If it comes back we might need to re-address ‘maintained’ mainstream academies and the like
	DfES

	V0.2
	1/5/2006
	Rewrite of trigger section
Inclusion of NCYEAR correction/estimation section and algorithm
	DfES

	V0.3
	3/5/2006
	Rewrite of  trigger section and algorithm

Reinstatement of Exception 1

Reinstatement of Summer criteria for A levels

Reinstatement of Exception 2

Addition of flowchart

Clarification of those students not included in calculations
	DfES

	V0.4
	8/5/2006
	Clarification that per A level entry means per A level equivalent
Addition of E flag to trigger criteria

Actual year group condition added to Advanced Level Calculations section

Some additional pupil variables added ‘just in case’. Not many though!
	DfES

	V0.5
	24/5/2006
	Additional pupil variables to derive qualification route based on total volume. Decision still to be taken whether to combine ‘other’ and ‘mixed’ routes
	DfES

	V1.0
	02/6/2006
	Confirmed inclusion of SUBLEVNO 132 (Welsh Baccalaureate) in IB qualification route.
BTEC qualification route renamed as ‘BTEC/OCR’

‘Other’ and ‘Mixed’ qualification routes combined and named ‘Other’

Minor changes to candidate level additional variables to be consistent with other specs.

Change to size and points per entry agreed and reflected in calculations

Minor change to trigger section para 6 – inclusion of example
	DfES

	V1.1
	01/09/2006
	Addition of new Applied GCE A/AS/Double Award qualifications in qualification route calculation.
	DfES
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SECTION 1 – TRIGGER CRITERIA

1.
 To be considered for inclusion in Level 3 point score calculations a student must fulfil the following trigger criteria. (Students need to meet at least one of ‘a’ and ‘b’ and ‘c’ and both ‘d’ and ‘e’):

a. Student entered at least one GCE/VCE A level or VCE DA in Summer 2006, where that entry does not have the amendment flag CL, D or W; OR
b. Student entered in 2006 academic year (Summer or Winter) for at least one Level 3 qualification approved for 16-18 year olds under Section 96 (other than GCE/VCE A or VCE DA) which has an A-Level equivalent size greater or equal to 1, where that entry does not have the amendment flag CL, D or W.

c. Student has amendment flag E

d. Student is aged 16,17 or 18 at the beginning of the 2005/06 academic year.

e. Student does not have amendment flag TO, CL,NR or Z.

EXCEPTION 1:

Where a 16 year old has a single VCE A level in summer 2006 and no GCE A levels in summer 2006 or any other Level 3 qualifications with an A-level equivalent size greater or equal to 1 in 2006 academic year  then that student will not be deemed to have met the trigger criteria.

EXCEPTION 2

Menorah Grammar School

At this school, all students may complete their post-16 study in eighteen months rather than two years; their A levels taken in winter of the current academic year. If we were to apply the normal allocation rules, Menorah’s achievement figures would be grossly distorted. It is for this reason that we change, for this school only, the session of examinations taken in Winter 05, to Summer 06. There is a validation check to alert us of any other institutions like this. These institutions will be dealt with on case-by-case basis

2.
Whether a student is included in calculations or not is determined by their actual year group. Not all students have a value for this variable, and some have values that appear very likely to be incorrect. Plasc pupils and non-plasc pupils are treated differently.
Plasc pupils

For plasc pupils this will be their plasc year group, if it is not missing or ‘suspect’. Suspect plasc year groups will be corrected or disregarded.
Suspect plasc year groups are: those where the NCYEAR is 2 or more years outside the expected age; and those where the student has done a catch-up year before attempting advanced work. These will be dealt with as follows:
For plasc pupils with NC year 2+ years outside expected for age, disregard NCYEAR given by the school and recalculate it using the algorithm below. Otherwise accept the school's NCYEAR.

For plasc pupils with NCYEAR=14, where TRIGYEAR=2006: If LEVEL2 = 2004 or (LEVEL2=0 and LEVEL1=2004) correct NCYEAR to 13

For plasc pupils with NCYEAR=13, where TRIGYEAR=2006 or AGE=16: If LEVEL2=2005 or (LEVEL2=0 and LEVEL1=2005) correct NCYEAR to 12
Definitions

TRIGYEAR is the earliest year a student attempted a trigger qualification

LEVEL1 is the year by the end of which a student first achieved Level 1

LEVEL2 is the year by the end of which a student first achieved Level 2

LEVEL3 is the year by the end of which a student first achieved Level 3

NCYEAR algorithm

The following algorithm (a)-(f) is carried out for plasc students with disregarded NCYEAR, whether they are triggers or not, and for non-plasc trigger students.  Only Accept the highest true condition and disregard the rest:

a) If LEVEL1 = 2005 set NCYEAR = 12
 

b) If LEVEL2 = 2005 and Age=16 set NCYEAR=12 
 

c) If LEVEL3 <= 2004 set NCYEAR = 14 (ie reached level 3 2+ years ago)
 

d) If TRIGYEAR <= 2004 set NCYEAR=14 (ie had a Level 3 qualification of size 1+ 2+ years ago)

 
e) If non-Plasc, set NCYEAR=13 (ie all trigger pupils put above line on SL5 unless there is a very good reason to think either in year group 12 or 14)
 

f) If Plasc, set NCYEAR to be year 13 if student passes trigger, otherwise assume the value expected by age. This ensures trigger students are above the line on the SL5 
The following flowchart gives an overview of how NCYEAR is set
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3.
The subset of trigger students that is included in calculations is the set of trigger students who are in actual year group (NCYEAR) 13. These students will be listed ‘above the line’ on the SL5.
4.
Students to be added ‘Below the line” on the SL5 are
· Plasc students in actual year group 13 who do not meet the trigger criteria.
· Non-plasc trigger students in actual year group 12 or 14 but who meet the trigger criteria 
So NCYEAR will be missing for

· off roll students in PLASC schools

· non-trigger students in non-PLASC institutions
5.
Off-roll students, according to PLASC data

School, local and national averages will continue to be calculated as before i.e. by aggregating the institution summaries. Off roll students will be excluded via the NR and TO flags at the calculation stage. In addition, for the first time this year, students who are identified as being not on roll via plasc will be excluded at the pre-mailout stage.
6.
Students can be forced into the trigger by the amendment flag E if they have attempted Level 3 qualifications in academic year 2005/06 that sum to more than one A level equivalent in size. If these students are in, or believed to be in, year 13, and are in plasc schools, we should list them below the line on the SL5. (Eg a year 13 student with 4 AS results does not meet trigger criteria and will be listed below the line on the SL5). For non-plasc pupils, it will be up to the institution to supply details, they will not be mailed potential E flags.
SECTION 2 - ALLOCATION RULES

Table 1 defines which institutions to exclude from publishing and from certain calculations.
2.
 Certain institutions are excluded from all post-16, publication, raw, pupil and exam level data files:
· Institutions not present on the DfES School/College Database

· Independent FE Colleges. These are independent schools (Institution Type = 29 or 30) where the lower age range is greater than or equal to 16 and there are no pupils aged 15 and under
Table 1
	Exclude institution if
	Published
	In local average
	In national average

	Institution is instype=0 or instype=99
	X
	X
	X

	Institution is instype [28:30]  (independent) and has results
	
	X
	

	Institution is instype=36 (other government funded). Currently only Welbeck College 8918200
	
	X
	

	Institution is instype 32,33 (hospital schools) or 34 (PRUs) 
	X
	X
	

	Institution is closed (iclose=1) or pending closure (iclose=2)
	X
	
	

	New maintained institution or FE college
	(instype<=27 or =31) and insnew=1
	X if chooses not to be. Otherwise published
	X
	X

	New independent institution
	instype[28:30] and insnew=1
	X
	X
	X

	Institution is instype=35 (sixth form centre/consortium)
	
	X
	X

	Institution has agehigh=15 or 16 
	X
	Any‘Illegal’ results are included in both of these calculations. 

	Insitution has agehigh<15, including middle and primary schools
	X
	X regardless of any results school might have
	X regardless of any results school might have

	Institution is  instype[26:29] (special schools) and has not opted to be published in the tables
	X
	any results are still counted

	Institution is instype[26:29] (special schools) that is not new with no triggers
	X
	
	

	FE and Independent Institutions that are not new with no triggers
	X
	
	

	Maintained institutions with no triggers but with agehigh>16
	
	
	


Allocation Exception

Where a CTC has closed and reopened as an Academy. The Academy is published as a new institution, and the closed school is published. This is the only circumstances under which a closed school may be published in the AAT
Some consequences of the allocation rules

Non-new institutions with no results are only published if they are maintained mainstream schools with age high greater than 16. 

New institutions are published if they are a maintained school or a FESI; new independents are not published. Any new institutions’s results are disregarded in calculations and their values of LA1618 and NAT1618 should always be zero.
Closed schools are not published at present but their results always count to Local and national calculations.

Where an institution has no results, NAT1618 and LA1618 are set to zero for all institutions.
Illegal exam results are only included in Local and National averages for institutions with an age high of 15 or 16. Institutions with lower agehighs than this are excluded from all tables calculations.
3.
Sixth form centres/consortia
Consortia averages are calculated similarly to LA and LSC averages. That is, they will be the sum statistics of the feeder schools. This will not be possible where consortia do not disaggregate their results; these schools will continue to be treated as specified in Section 3(d). 
SECTION  3- TREATMENT OF AMENDMENTS
3 (a) Exam level amendments.

1. The possible amendments made by schools to exam results are shown in the table below.  Where exam results are deleted, withdrawn or claimed internally they should be excluded from calculations of all indicators at pupil, school, local and National level.

	Exam Level Amendment
	Treatment

	Code
	Description
	All calculations

	D
	Deleted
	Exclude

	R
	Results amended
	Include

	A
	Grade amended
	Include

	N
	New entry
	Include

	TI
	Transfer in: Claim results of a student on roll at the school but sat these exams at another centre.
	Include

	IN
	Internal Claim: Student listed twice, claim this result from another student
	Include

	CL
	Claimed Internally: Transfer of result to another student
	Exclude

	W
	Withdrawn 
	Exclude


3 ( b) Pupil Level Amendments

2. Where a new pupil is added, or pupil details are changed the pupils should be included as normal in school, Local and National calculations as shown in the table below. 

3. Where the same pupil is listed twice, the results should be credited to one pupil on the listing only. The ‘duplicate’ pupil from which the results have been claimed (CL) should be excluded from all calculations.  

4. Post-16 results candidates not at the end of the 2nd year of advanced study should not be included in AAT calculations.

	Pupil Level Amendment
	Treatment

	Code
	Description
	School
	Local
 
	NAT

	A
	Pupil details amended
	(
	(
	(

	N
	New entry
	(
	(
	(

	IN
	Internal claim: Student listed twice and all results to go to this student
	(
	(
	(

	CL
	Claimed Internally: Student listed twice and all results taken from this student
	(
	(
	(

	Z
	Not at end of 2nd year of advanced study
	(
	(
	(

	J
	Contingency pupil level flag
	(
	(
	(

	E
	Student is at end of 2nd year of advanced study
	(
	(
	(


5. The following amendments are made by schools and colleges where they wish to exclude a candidate that has been incorrectly listed, or include a candidate that has been incorrectly left off the listing. 

	Pupil Level Amendment
	Treatment

	Code
	Description
	Institution
	Local
	NAT

	TO
	Transferred Out: Pupil not on roll at institution and has had results claimed by another institution,
	(
	(
	(

	NR
	Not on roll: Pupil not on roll at institution but has not had results claimed by another institution.
	(
	(
	(

	TI
	Transferred In: Claim results of a candidate on roll at the institution who sat exams at another centre.
	(
	(
	(

	TX
	Double counted: Candidate on roll but has had results claimed by another institution. 
	(
	(
	(


3 (c) Dually registered pupils

6. Dually registered pupils can be registered at the following combinations of institutions (institutions which are published in the tables are shown in bold):

i) special school + Pupil Referral Unit

ii) mainstream school + Pupil Referral Unit

iii) mainstream school + hospital school

iv) special school + hospital school

v) mainstream school + special school
vi) special school + special school
7. Combinations (i) to (iv) involve one published and one unpublished institution.  In each of these cases, the published institution should be credited with the pupils and their results; to avoid double counting the unpublished institution should not get credit.
8. Those at (v) and (vi) involve two types of published institutions.  At (v), the special school should be credited with the pupils.  Combination (vi) will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis; the institutions will have to agree between themselves which one should gain credit.  Except in this latter example, the institution to be credited with the results of dually registered pupils is underlined in paragraph 6.

9. In addition to the above scenarios, some candidates may be studying at a number of schools or colleges.  When these situations arise the following should occur:

Part- time at an FE college + Part-Time at a school – All entries should be included in the entry for the college, the school should not claim them.

Full-time at a school + college – All the entries should be included for the school, the college should not claim them.

College (PT or FT) + College (PT or FT) – All entries should be included for the college where the student is on roll, or failing that where the greater number of qualifications were sat.

Except in this latter example, the institution to be credited with the results of dually registered pupils is underlined.

The results of Pupil Referral Units and hospital schools are included in the National averages, so to avoid double counting, the School/College Database will not hold information on the number of dually registered pupils for these types of institution (i.e. Institution Type = 32, 33 or 34).  
3 (d) Sixth Form Centres/Consortia (unclaimed results)

10. Any unclaimed results for Sixth Form Centre/Consortia candidates should be excluded from ALL averages and tables.
11. There are several consortia that do not disaggregate their results.  In cases when this occurs the following things should happen:

· Each school should be published with identical whole consortium post-16 results, as there is no way of knowing which results belong to which school.

· Whole consortia results should be published for the consortium.
· For LA, National and LSC averages only one set of whole consortium results should be counted to avoid double counting of results.

SECTION 4 – ADVANCED LEVEL CALCULATIONS

No. of Post 16 year olds entered for GCE/VCE A/AS examinations: This indicator will be taken as the number of candidates who pass the “trigger” criteria as described in Section 1 who are also in actual year group 13 (plasc or estimated)
12. Average Level 3 Point score per candidate: This indicator will cover all GCE and VCE A/AS examinations and other Level 3 achievements in 2004/05 and 2005/06 for trigger candidates in actual year group 13 (plasc or estimated).  The calculation will be as follows:

Total Level 3 point score for trigger candidates in actual year group 13
Total number of trigger candidates in actual year group 13
13. Average Level 3 point score per entry:  This indicator will cover GCE, VCE A/AS and other Level 3 entries in 2004/05 and 2005/06 for trigger candidates in actual year group 13 (plasc or estimated).  The calculation will be as follows:

Total Level 3 point score for trigger candidates in actual year group 13
Total size of Level 3 entries taken by trigger candidates in actual year group 13*
* defined as sum VOLHF (see section 5)
SECTION 5 – CANDIDATE LEVEL ADDITIONAL VARIABLES

Can the contractor add the following variables to the pupil level datafile

TRIGGER 
This flag should be ‘1’ for a student who meets the trigger criteria

OLDTRIGGER
This flag should be ‘1’ for a student who meets the following conditions
They are aged 16,17 or 18 at the beginning of the academic year

They are entered for a GCE A level, VCE A level or VCE Double award in Summer 2006 that does not have the amendment flag CL, D or W
They do not have the amendment flag TO, CL,NR or Z


NATRES 
This flag should be ‘1’ for a pupil if they meet the following conditions

They are in actual year group 13

They satisfy the trigger criteria 

They are in an institution that contributes to the National average 
SCHRES 
This flag should be ‘1’ for a pupil if they meet the following conditions

They are in actual year group 13

They satisfy the trigger criteria

They are in an institution that is published in the post-16 tables.
LARES
This flag should be ‘1’ for a pupil if they meet the following conditions

They are in actual year group 13

They satisfy the trigger criteria 

They are in an institution that contributes to the LA or LSC Average.
TOTENTS 
This should be calculated as the total number of A level equivalent attempts by a candidate in 2004/05 and 2005/06 This should exclude discounted (using DISC2S) qualifications and also those excluded by amendment flags CL, W and D. It is the contribution that the candidate makes to the national ‘Average point score per entry’ denominator.
TOTPTSE 
This should be calculated as the total QCA point score by a candidate in 2004/05 and 2005/06. This should exclude discounted (using DISC2) qualifications and also those excluded by amendment flags CL, W and D. It is the contribution that the candidate makes to the national ‘Average point score per candidate’ numerator.
OLDQCAPTS

This should be calculated as the total QCA point score for GCE/VCE A/AS and key skills at level 3 by a candidate in 2004/05 and 2005/06. This should exclude discounted (using DISC2) qualifications and also those excluded by amendment flags CL, W and D.

OLDUCASPTS

This should be calculated as the total UCAS point score for GCE/VCE A/AS and key skills at level 3 by a candidate in 2004/05 and 2005/06. This should exclude discounted (using DISC2) qualifications and also those excluded by amendment flags CL, W and D.

VOLHF
This should be calculated as total QCA size of candidate’s entries. This should exclude discounted (using DISC2S) qualifications and also those excluded by amendment flags CL, W and D.
QROUTHF
The qualification route that a student has taken should be constructed with 5 mutually exclusive categories, defined as follows:
1. A-level: – where majority (more than 50%) of VOLHF belong to SUBLEVNOs 110, 111, 120, and 121
2. AVCE:  - where majority (more than 50%) of VOLHF belong to SUBLEVNOs 122, 221, 222, 223, 224, 225, 226.
3. IB: - where majority (more than 50%) of VOLHF belong to SUBLEVNOs 130, 132.
4. BTEC/OCR: - where majority (more than 50%) of VOLHF belong to SUBLEVNOs 262, 263, 264, 283, 293 and 294.
5. Other: - If a student has equal to or below 50% VOLHF in all the four categories above.




























































� Only applicable to pupils in maintained schools and in FE colleges. 
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